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SUB J : SPANISH-MOROCCAN RELATIONS: BOMBING INCIDENT IN MELILLA 

REF: MADRID 4500 

1. FURTHER TO UPSURGE IN VIOLENCE IN SAHARA AND PRESIDIO 

OF CEUTA REPORTED IN REFTEL OFFICIALS NEWS SERVICES ANNOUNCED 
JUNE 27 THAT TWO MOROCCANS WERE FOUND DEAD THE SAME 
DAY IN PRESIDIO OF MELILLA FOLLOWING PRESUMED PREMATURE 
EXPLOSION OF TIME BOMB. TWO OTHER MOROCCANS IN ALLEGED 
TERRORIST GROUP REPORTEDLY ESCAPED. SPANISH MEDIA HAVE 
GIVEN PROMINENT COVERAGE TO LATEST INCIDENTS. COMMANDING 
GENERAL OF MELILLA. IN RESPONSE TO "VIVAS" FOR SPAIN, ARMY, 
FRANCO, AND MELILLA, BY CROWD OF 2,500, 

PROMISED "TO ACT WITH DECISIVENESS" BEARING IN MIND THE 
NEED TO AVOID BEING CARRIED AWAY BY "NERVOUSNESS". 

2. EDITOR OF NEWSPAPER WITH LARGEST CIRCULATION 
IN SPAIN ("ABC-MONARCHIST), TORCUATO LUCA DE TENA, 
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TO DEFEND THE IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE SPANISH SAHARA WAS NOT 
VIABLE AS INDEPENDENT ENTITY. FOR SPAIN TO WITHDRAW FROM 
AREA AND PRESERVE PEACE THERE. HE WROTE. IT WAS NECESSARY 
THAT SPAIN COLLABORATE WITH NEIGHBORS COUNTRIES. SPAIN, 
THEREFORE, COULD NOT AFFORD TO CLOSE DOORS "A PRIORI" 

TO ANY POSSIBLE SOLUTION. FOLLOW-UP EDITORIAL IN "ABC" 

JUNE 28 REITERATES LUCA DE TENA'S THEME OF NON-VIABILITY 
OF INDENPENDENT SAHARA SAVING THAT ABSORPTION OF AREA 
BY NORTH AFRICAN COUNTRY WAS A POSSIBILITY. FOR MOROCCO, 
ISSUE PRESENTED "MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH". BOTH SPAIN 
AND MOROCCO HAD INTEREST IN AVOIDING ABSORPTION OF SAHARA 
BY NATIONA INSPIRED BY "DISQUIETING POLITICAL TENDENCIES". 
EDITORIAL NOTED THAT SAHARA WAS GEOGRAPHICAL PROLONGATION 
OF MOROCCO. ECHOING THEME PREVIOUSLY ADVOCATED BY LUCA DE 
TENA, JUNE 28 EDITORIAL URGES SAFEGUARDING OF LEGITIMATE 
SPANISH INTERESTS BY "INTELLIGENT AGREEMENTS". THESE COULD 
INCLUDE JOINT EXPLOT ATION OF SAHARAN PHOSPHATES AND 
QUESTIONS OF MILITARY SECURITY. PRECONDITION FOR AGREEMENTS, 
HOWEVER, WAS CESSATION OF "MOROCCAN AGRESSIONS". 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, ISTIQLAL SECRETARY 
GENERAL BUCETTA, ACCOMPANIED BY DIRECTOR OF "L OPINION" 

OF RABAT, ABDELHAFID KABIRI, ENDED TWO-DAY VISIT TO 
ALICANTE JUNE 26 AS GUEST OF MAYOR. (EMBASSY COMMENT: 

ON HIS PREVIOUS VISITS TO SPAIN BUCETTA HAS MET WITH 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND SERVED AS AN INFORMAL CHANNEL 
BETWEEN SPAIN AND MOROCCO.) BUCETTA TOLD LOCAL PRESS 
REP IN ALICANTE THAT TWO COUNTRIES WERE HAVING SUCCESS 
IN WORKING OUT FISHING ARRANGEMENTS ON BASIS OF 
AGREEMENT CONCLUDED IN JANUARY 1974. 
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